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Faculty Senate President D. Weiss called the 12" meeting of the Faculty Senate to order at 12:10 p.m.

I Announcements
A. M. Diamantis: UN Sustainable Development Goals Workshop on April 8th, 9th,
and 10th. The theme for the event is The UN Sustainable Development Goals in
the Local Community. Registration is free and open to
everyone: https://www.sdgslaunch.com/scu
B. Passing of Kathy Yalof.

. Minutes of the previous meeting held on March 3, 2021 were accepted as distributed.
https://inside.southernct.edu/faculty-senate/meetings

[l. Faculty Senate President’s Report
https://inside.southernct.edu/faculty-senate/meetings

V. Reports of Faculty Senate Standing Committees
A. Elections (C. Simoneau): Self-nominations for All-University Committees will be
distributed soon.
B. Personnel Policy (N. Starling): Reminder to participate in the advising survey:
https://forms.gle/adpEYXsasLQsphel9.

V. Reports of Faculty Senate Special Committees
A. UCF (M. Sinclair): Information on self-designation of courses with racial and
intersectional justice themes. Call can be found by clicking here.
B. Graduate Council (C. O’Sullivan): Nominations for chair, vice-chair, and secretary.

VI. Unfinished Business
A. K. Marsland moved to approve The Resolution Regarding Course Incompletes for Spring
2021.
i. Vote tally
1 YeSi e, 41
2. NO o 0

a. Motion approved unanimously.
B. J. Fields moved to approve the Resolution Regarding Revisions to The Online Student
Opinion Survey.

i. P.Crowley moved to amend the resolution by adding the choice “other” with a
fillable field to the question seeking information on the student’s gender
identification.

ii. Motion seconded.

1. M. Ouimet moved to amend the amendment by changing “other” to
“otherwise identified”.
2. Motion seconded.
a. Motion to amend the amendment was approved through
universal consent.
3. Motion to amend the motion approved through universal consent.



iii. M. Shea moved to amend the motion by inserting “(LEP)” after “General
Education” in the question seeking “) Which of these best describes this course
for you?”

1. Motion to amend the motion approved through universal consent.

iv. J. Webb moved to amend the resolution by moving the question “What
approximate grade do you expect in this course? (A, B, C, D, F, Uncertain, Prefer
not to answer)” from the demographics section into the group of questions
whose results will be available to the instructor.

v. Motion seconded.

1. Motion approved through universal consent.

vi. Vote tally for the resolution as amended

a. Motion to approve the resolution as amended approved.

VII. New Business
A. K. Marsland moved to approve the Resolution Regarding Undergraduate Pass/Fail
Option for Spring 2021.

i. Vote tally
L. YeSu 37
2. NO 5

a. Motion to approve the resolution approved.
B. K. Marsland moved to approve the Resolution Regarding Graduate Student Pass/Fail
Option for Spring 2021.

i. Vote tally
L Y eS e 36
2. NO e 5
a. Motion to approve the resolution approved.
VIII. Adjournment
A. J. Webb moved to adjourn.
B. Seconded.
i. Meeting adjourned at 1:59 p.m.
L. Eilderts

Secretary



DOCUMENTS TO ACCOMPANY MINUTES (MARCH 17, 2021 MEETING)

SOUTHERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY FACULTY SENATE
RESOLUTION REGARDING COURSE INCOMPLETES FOR SPRING 2021

Whereas, Southern Connecticut State University exists for the primary purpose of furthering
academic excellence;

Whereas, The SCSU Faculty Senate is the official representative body of the Academic Faculty;

Whereas, The extenuating circumstances caused by the on-going COVID-19 pandemic continue
to present unprecedented challenges to students;

Whereas, Students may be disadvantaged by these challenges, resulting in poorer class
performance that does not reflect their typical classroom performance;

Whereas, Faculty wish to provide students with increased flexibility to make critical decisions
regarding their courses; and

Whereas, Revising the Incomplete Grade policy would provide students with increased
flexibility; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the following policy be implemented for the Spring 2021 semester:

e Astudent who wants an Incomplete grade must request one from the instructor.

e Following the request, the instructor may grant a grade of Incomplete (l) if it is
determined that the student has a valid reason for not meeting any particular course
requirement(s) prior to the termination of the semester.

e If the Incomplete is granted, the Instructor and Student must complete and sign an
Incomplete Grade Contract, in which the Instructor shall specify the remaining
coursework to be completed by the Student and the provisional final grade the Student
would earn if the remaining work is not completed.

e The Instructor shall submit a copy of the completed contract to the Chairperson of the
department in which the course is offered by May 19, 2021.

e The Instructor shall enter a grade of “I” when submitting final grades. (Note: Instructors
should not give an “I” unless the Incomplete has been requested by the Student and a
contract has been completed.)

e The Instructor shall make all course materials available to students for the duration of
the Incomplete period.

e The “I” grade shall automatically become an “F” 30 days after the start of the next
semester, unless one of the following occurs earlier:

e The Student completes the remaining coursework, and the Instructor enters a
final passing grade;



e The Student has decided to not complete the remaining coursework and the
Instructor enters the provisional grade specified in the Incomplete Grade
Contract, or; the Student elects to submit a Late Withdrawal from the course for
approval by the School or college Dean.

e The Instructor issues an extension for completion of the remaining work and
enters a grade change to “I+” (Incomplete Extension); or

e For courses taken in the Spring 2021 semester only, at any point, a student who
has been given an | or I+ may request a Late Withdrawal from the course for
approval by the school or college Dean.



SOUTHERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY FACULTY SENATE
RESOLUTION REGARDING UNDERGRADUATE PASS/FAIL OPTION FOR SPRING 2021

Whereas, Southern Connecticut State University exists for the primary purpose of furthering
academic excellence;

Whereas, The SCSU Faculty Senate is the official representative body of the Academic Faculty;

Whereas, The extenuating circumstances caused by the on-going COVID-19 pandemic continue
to present unprecedented challenges to students;

Whereas, Students may be disadvantaged by these changes, resulting in poorer class
performance that does not reflect their typical classroom performance;

Whereas, Faculty wish to provide students with every opportunity to achieve successful
completion of their courses this semester, stay on track towards their graduation, and reduce
the level of stress that they are likely experiencing;

Whereas, Allowing students to take courses on a Pass/Fail basis could provide them with an
option that will help to achieve the above; and

Whereas, The current Pass/Fail option is not adequate to accomplish this given its restrictions
and given the fact that Students would have needed to elect a course as Pass/Fail by the fourth
week of the semester, which has already passed; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the following revised Undergraduate Pass/Fail policy be approved for the Spring
2021 semester:

e With the approval of their advisor, matriculated students are eligible to register for
certain courses on a Pass/Fail basis.

e The Pass/Fail option may be used for electives, the Liberal Education Program, or the
requirements of a major or minor (as decided by the department housing the major or
minor).

e During the Spring 2021 semester, students may elect to take one course under the
Pass/Fail option.

e After consulting with the student, the advisor (or Chair if the advisor is the instructor of
the course in question) would complete and submit a Pass/Fail form for the student to
then authorize by the deadline.

e The deadline for students to authorize the Pass/Fail contract shall be extended to May
9th (the last day of classes).

e The Pass/Fail option is non-reversable. Students will be advised that once they have
selected the Pass/Fail option, it will not be possible to revert to a graded option.



The Pass/Fail option is blind in that the instructor is not aware of the student's use of
the Pass/Fail option until after the grades are submitted, except where the instructor is
also the advisor or Chair.

The final grade will be reported as “P” if the final grade earned is “D-" or higher. This
grade earns zero quality points and has no effect on the GPA but does count as
attempted credit. If the final grade earned is not passing, the final grade will be reported
as “F.” This grade earns zero quality points, but will impact the GPA, and does count as
attempted credit. Courses taken for Pass/Fail might not be accepted for transfer credit
when attending another institution; are excluded from GPA calculations which may
impact a student’s ability to meet certain GPA requirements needed for their major,
graduation, or honors; and may not be satisfactory in meeting prerequisite
requirements when applying to graduate programs.



SOUTHERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY FACULTY SENATE
RESOLUTION REGARDING GRADUATE STUDENT PASS/FAIL OPTION FOR SPRING 2021

Whereas, Southern Connecticut State University exists for the primary purpose of furthering
academic excellence;

Whereas, The SCSU Faculty Senate is the official representative body of the Academic Faculty;

Whereas, The extenuating circumstances caused by the on-going COVID-19 pandemic continue
to present unprecedented challenges to students;

Whereas, Students may be disadvantaged by these changes, resulting in poorer class
performance that does not reflect their typical classroom performance;

Whereas, Faculty wish to provide students with every opportunity to achieve successful
completion of their courses this semester, stay on track towards their graduation, and reduce
the level of stress that they are likely experiencing;

Whereas, Allowing students to take courses on a Pass/Fail basis could provide them with an
option that will help to achieve the above; and

Whereas, The current Pass/Fail option is not adequate to accomplish this given its restrictions
and given the fact that Students would have needed to elect a course as Pass/Fail by the fourth
week of the semester, which has already passed; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the following revised Graduate Pass/Fail policy be implemented for the Spring
2021 semester:

e On a department-specific basis, and with the approval of their graduate program
advisor, matriculated students in some graduate programs are eligible to register for
certain required or elective courses on a Pass/Fail basis. Undergraduate courses listed in
any program that students are required to take to strengthen their academic
backgrounds may not be taken under the Pass/Fail option.

e During the Spring 2021 semester, students may elect to take one course under the
Pass/Fail option.

e After consulting with the student, the advisor (or chair if the advisor is the instructor of
the course in question) would complete and submit a Pass/Fail form for the student to
then authorize by the deadline.

e The deadline for submitting a Pass/Fail request shall be extended to May 9th, the last
day of classes.

e The Pass/Fail option is non-reversible. Students will be advised that once they have
selected the Pass/Fail option, it will not be possible to revert to a graded option.

e The process for electing the Pass/Fail option shall be automated to the greatest extent
possible via a web form. This web form shall provide the student with information about
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the policy, provide the students with a link to courses that have been designated as
exempt by departments (i.e., are not available for Pass/Fail under this revised policy),
require that the students indicate that they have read and understood the Pass/Fail
policy, and shall direct students to their graduate program advisors or chairs for
consultation.

The Pass/Fail option is blind in that the instructor is not aware of the student's use of
the Pass/Fail option until after the grades are submitted, except where the instructor is
also the advisor or chair.

The final grade will be reported as “P” if the final grade earned is “C” or higher. This
grade earns zero quality points and has no effect on the GPA but does count as
attempted credit. If the final grade earned is C- or below, the final grade will be reported
as “F.” This grade earns zero quality points, but will impact the GPA, and does count as
attempted credit. Courses taken for Pass/Fail might not be accepted for transfer credit
when attending another institution; are excluded from GPA calculations which may
impact a student’s ability to meet certain GPA requirements needed for their major,
graduation, or honors; and may not be satisfactory in meeting prerequisite
requirements when applying to other graduate programs.
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