Southern Connecticut State University

FACULTY SENATE

APPROVED MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 3, 2021

https://inside.southernct.edu/faculty-senate/meetings

The 9th Meeting of the Faculty Senate AY 2020-2021 was held on February 3, 2021, at 12:10 p.m. via WebEx.
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Faculty Senate President D. Weiss called the 9t meeting of the Faculty Senate to order at 12:10 p.m.

I Announcements
A. A. Coleman: Stepping down from his position as Student Government Representative to
the Faculty Senate. Zainab Seyal will replace him.
i. The Faculty Senate, and especially K. Marsland, chair of Student Policy, thank A.
Coleman for his service.

Il. Minutes of the previous meeting held on December 2, 2020 were accepted as distributed.
https://inside.southernct.edu/faculty-senate/meetings

[l President’s Report
https://inside.southernct.edu/faculty-senate/meetings

V. Reports of Faculty Senate Standing Committees
A. Minutes of the standing committees received.

i. Academic Policy (P. Petrie): Working on P&T reform project.

ii. Elections (C. Simoneau): Working on contacting all University-wide committees
for potential revisions to their make-up; looking at the elections process;
working on Free Speech Resolution.

iii. Finance (W. Faraclas): Meeting for the first time next week; looking into
department operating expense funds for departments to better understand
how they’re distributed and how they are used.

iv. Personnel (N. Starling): Continuing edits to the P&T and renewal documents,
adding clarifying language where needed; planning to work with the Rules
committee since they are also working on similar issues.

v. Rules (R. Gregory): Working on the sabbatical leave document.

vi. Student Policy (K. Marsland): Academic Misconduct document has been sent
out for review; looking into how the P/F and Withdrawal policies worked in the
Fall 2020 semester; discussing recommendations for the Spring 2021 semester
and plan to bring forward a resolution for withdrawal and incompletes that
would be parallel to the ones from the Fall, for which SPC is seeking department
input from Senators; looking at the reacceptance policy; looking into the Dean’s
List policies to consider part-time students; looking at the Academic Standing
policy for post-bac students; looking into access to feminine hygiene products
on campus.

vii. Technology (J. Fields): Working on the Student Opinion Survey.

V. Reports of Faculty Senate Special Committees
A. Graduate Council (C. O’Sullivan): First meeting will be in the fourth week of February.
School of Graduate and Professional Studies strategic planning committee survey is
almost ready to launch. Please fill it out when it is received.
B. UCF (M. Sinclair): The “W” pilot program was made permanent; approved a pilot
program where courses could be offered as a special topics course and satisfy LEP
requirements.
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VL. Guests

A. . Bertolino, President of the Southern Connecticut State University: Welcomed
everyone back to the Spring semester. Offered updates on the state of the university,
which included: Fall semester went well considering the all the challenges we faced,;
enrollment down by 10% this semester, 8% overall; with monies from the Federal
Government, the university’s deficit has shrunk to less than $5 million; experiencing
better enrollment than our sister institutions, but occupancy in our residence halls is
troubling; plan to have several town halls/symposia on what university should look like
in a post-pandemic world; asks everyone to be kind to one another in these
extraordinary times.

B. R.Prezant, Provost and Vice-President for Academic Affairs: Welcomed everyone back
to the Spring 2021 semester; provided updates on the state of the university, which
included: course delivery methods for Spring 2021 mirror Fall 2020 semester; graduate
enrollment is up 7%; 10 full-time faculty searches are moving forward; search for School
of Business Dean moving forward; compiling citations from creative activity since 1950;
several new programs have moved forward or are in the pipeline; concept papers for
new programs are no longer required; Early College program is running 17 courses, with
200-300 high school students taking Southern courses; Since July 1, 70 grant proposals
have been submitted with a success rate of 41%; would like to have a conversation
about earned credit and how we translate prior learning to academic credit; would like
to see a discussion about stacking programs, 2+2 with Housatonic and Gateway; would
like to work more purposefully and collectively with New Haven.

C. H. Marx (Advising): provided many updates for the new and continuing advising models
across campus. Shared several websites to help faculty navigate what is available to
them and to help students.

i. https://inside.southernct.edu/advising

ii. https://inside.southernct.edu/academic-standing/academic-improvement
iii. https://inside.southernct.edu/navigate

iv. https://inside.southernct.edu/onestop

v. https://inside.southernct.edu/navigate/alert

VII. Adjournment
A. M. Diamantis moved to adjourn. Seconded.
i. Meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

L. Eilderts
Secretary
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