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Southern Connecticut State University 
F A C U L T Y   S E N A T E 

APPROVED MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 12, 2020 
https://inside.southernct.edu/faculty-senate/meetings 

The 9th meeting of the Faculty Senate AY 2019-2020 was held on February 12, 2020 at 12:10 p.m. in 
the Seminar Room of Connecticut Hall.  

 
Attendance 

Dave Allen 
 Accounting 
6/9  

Matthew Ouimet 
Counseling 
9/9 

Sandip Dutta 
Finance 
3/9 

Robert Forbus 
Marketing 
6/9 

David Pettigrew 
Philosophy 
6/9 

Angela Lopez-
Velasquez 
Special Education 
7/9 

William Farley 
Anthropology 
6/9 

Natalie Starling  
Counseling & School 
Psychology 
9/9 

Peter Latchman 
Health & Movement 
Sciences 
8/9 

Joe Fields 
Mathematics  
8/9 

Binlin Wu 
Physics 
5/9 

Douglas Macur 
Theatre  
5/9 

Jeff Slomba 
Art 
8/9 

Beena Achhpal 
Curriculum &  
Learning 
5/9 

Robert Gregory   
Health & Movement  
Sciences 
8/9 

Klay Kruczek 
Mathematics 
9/9 

Jon Wharton  
Political Science 
7/9 

Luke Eilderts  
World Languages &  
Literatures 
9/9 

Kevin Siedlecki  
Athletics 
8/8 

Maria Diamantis 
Curriculum & 
Learning 
8/9 

Tom Radice 
History 
9/9 

Jonathan Irving* 
Music 
0/9 

Michael Nizhnikov  
Psychology 
7/9 

 

Sarah Crawford  
Biology 
7/9  

Dushmantha 
Jayawickreme 
Earth Science 
9/9 

Darcy Kern* 
History 
4/9 

Frances Penny 
Nursing 
8/9 

Kate Marsland 
Psychology 
8/9 

Cindy Simoneau* 
Undergraduate Curriculum 
Forum 
8/9 

Mina Park  
Business Information 
Systems 
6/8 

Sanja Grubacic 
Economics 
7/9 

Yan Liu 
Information &  
Library Science 
5/9 

Joanne Roy 
Nursing 
1/1 

William Faraclas 
Public Health 
8/9 

Cynthia O’Syllivan 
Graduate Council 
4/9 

Jeff Webb 
Chemistry 
9/9 

Peter Madonia 
Educational 
Leadership 
4/9 

Jerry Dunklee 
Journalism 
9/9 

Obiageli Okwuka 
Part-time Faculty 
8/9 
  

Michael Dodge  
Recreation, Tourism 
& Sport Management 
8/9 

Aidan Coleman 
Student Government 
Association 
6/9 

Barbara Cook 
Communication 
Disorders 
9/9 

Mike Shea  
English 
8/9 

Parker Fruehan  
Library Services 
9/9 

VACANT 
Part-time Faculty  

Paul Levatino 
Social Work 
7/9 

Dr. Joe Bertolino 
SCSU President  

Derek Taylor 
Communication, Media 
& Screen Studies 
8/9 

Paul Petrie 
English 
9/9 

Jacqueline Toce 
Library Services 
9/9 

Mary Ellen  
Minichiello* 
Part-time Faculty  
6/9 

Stephen Monroe 
Tomczak  
Social Work 
9/9 

 

Mohammad T.  
Islam*  
Computer Science 
5/9 

Matthew Miller 
Environment,  
Geography &  
Marine Studies 
9/9 

Carol Stewart 
Management, 
International Business 
& Public Utilities 
6/9 

Walter  
Stutzmann  
Part-time Faculty 
8/9 

Cassi Meyerhoffer 
Sociology 
1/1 
 

 

Guests: 
R. Prezant (Provost) 
C. Bielitz (AA) 

B. Kale (Dean 
A&S) 
M. Singh (Dean 
Grad) 

J. Edstrom 
(Enrollment Mgt) 
D. Reiman (IT) 
 

M. Kingan 
(Institutional 
Advancement) 
T. Brolliar (IT) 

S. Hegedus (Dean 
EDU) 

 

An asterisk denotes an absence. Overall attendance recorded below each member.  
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Faculty Senate President D. Weiss called meeting to order at 12:10 p.m. 
 
I. Announcements 

1. M. Shea: 2020 Faculty Advisory Committee Conference: The Challenges to Public Higher 
Education in the Era of Globalization. O’Neill/Feldman Center, Westside Campus. Western 
Connecticut State University. April 3, 2020, 8:00 am – 4:00pm. 

 
II. Minutes of the previous meeting held on January 29, 2020 were accepted as distributed. 
https://inside.southernct.edu/faculty-senate/meetings 
 
III. President’s Report 
https://inside.southernct.edu/faculty-senate/meetings 
 
IV. Standing Committees 

1. Academic Policy (P. Petrie): Minutes received; no announcements. 
2. Elections (K. Kruczek): Faculty will begin receiving emails alerting them when a student 

withdraws from a course after the add/drop period. 
3. Finance (W. Faraclas): Minutes received; clarification on AAUP-Travel funds period: funds 

begin on the first day of the academic year and run until the day before the beginning of the 
next academic year.  

4. Personnel Policy (N. Starling): Minutes received; no announcements. 
5. Rules (D. Weiss for R. Gregory): Minutes received; Bylaws and constitution are going 

through their final revisions. Once finished, the committee will join Academic Policy and 
begin working on P&T issues. 

6. Student Policy (K. Marsland): Minutes received; no announcements. 
7. Technology (P. Fruehan): Minutes received; Shared modifications to the Candidate 

Information Form (CIF) to bring it in line with the version that Digital Measures (DM) 
produces. 

a. D. Weiss asked if there were any objections to moving the discussion on the 
CIF under New Business. Hearing none, the motion was tabled. 

 
V. New Business 

1. K. Kruczek and J. Wharton: Presentation on (Full-time) Faculty Opinion Survey of 
Administrative Effectiveness (see presentation/data slides after minutes). 

a. Presented data and shared their interpretations; acknowledged that more faculty 
participation would have produced more robust reporting; shared that for the vice-
president offices, not enough data to interpret accurately, many responses indicated 
that the respondent did not have enough knowledge to rate the offices’ effectiveness. 

b. Questions/comments from Senators included: 
i. What are the next steps?  
ii. What can we do to improve communication between faculty and 

administration? 
iii. How can we interpret the low response rate for some schools/colleges? How 

can we interpret the low response rate or the number of “not enough 
information” responses? 

iv. How was the survey created? Was there consultation with the administration? 
What is the history of this tool? 
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v. President Bertolino: thanked K. Kruczek and J. Wharton for their work and 
analysis, and Faculty leadership for engaging in the survey. Asked that the 
body think about the goals of the exercise, as well as its possible impact on 
the University and wider community. Shared that he initially struggled with 
the clarity of purpose however felt that ultimately the survey provided useful 
information. Looking forward, asked that the Faculty Senate consider 
engaging in a conversation about future surveys, their goals, and their 
outcomes. Asked body to consider looking at leadership across campus, 
administration and faculty together. 

 
VI. Guests 

1. Dr. Helen Marx and Dr. Olcay Yavuz: Global Education Advisory Committee (GEAC) 
presentation on American Council on Education (ACE) 2017-2019 Internationalization 
Laboratory Report (see presentation slides after minutes). 

 
VII. Adjournment 

• Adjourned at 1:54 p.m. 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
L. Eilderts 
Secretary 
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DOCUMENTS TO ACCOMPANY MINUTES (FEBRUARY 12, 2020 MEETING) 
 
American Council on Education (ACE) 2017-2019 Internationalization Laboratory Report 

 
 

  

Dr. Helen Marx, GEAC Chair
Dr. Olcay Yavuz, Data Reporter
Dr. Erin Heidkamp, IOE Director
Dr. Sobeira Latorre
Dr. Angela Lopez-Velasquez
Dr. Elena Schmitt
Dr. Jean Breny
Dr. Antoinette Towle
Dr. Allison Wall
Dr. Chulguen Yang

Dr. Charles Baraw
Dr. James Aselta
Dr. Marian Evans
Dr. Louise Shaw
Dr. Kely Mabry
Dr. Xiaomei Yang
Dr. Zheni Wang
Ms. Sarah Hammond
Ms. Brooke Mercaldi

SCSU Faculty Senate Presentation, February 12, 2020
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Purpose and Background of The Report
Dr. Helen Marx, GEAC Chair
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SCSU FACULTY 
PERCEPTION 

DATA
Dr. Olcay Yavuz
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Faculty Perception on
International Education

General Overview
Faculty Perception on
International Education
Unaware: 15%
Knowledge Ready: 35%
Perform Ready: 40%
Impact Ready: 10%
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Dr. Helen Marx, GEAC Chair



 11 

 

 

THE OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION
Dr. Erin Heidkamp
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ACE IL LEADERSHIP TEAM AND
SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

Global Education Advisory Council Working Group: 
Dr. Helen Marx, Associate Professor, Curriculum and Learning 
Dr. Peter Bodo, Professor, Economics and Finance 
Dr. Mehdi Hossain, Assistant Professor, Marketing 
Dr. Kelly Mabry, Associate Professor, Communication Disorders  
Dr. Sobeira Latorre, Associate Professor, World Languages and Literatures 
Dr. Angela Lopez-Velasquez, Associate Professor, Curriculum and Learning  
Dr. Andrew Smyth, Professor, English 
Dr. Antoinette Towle, Associate Professor, Nursing  
Dr. Charles Baraw, Associate Professor, English  
Dr. Jean Breny, Professor, Public Health  

 Dr. Allison Wall, Assistant Professor, Management  
Dr. Chulguen Yang, Associate Professor, Management / MGT Information Systems  
Dr. Yan Wei, Assistant Professor, Special Education and Reading 
Dr. Nicholas Edgington, Associate Professor, Biology  
Dr. Elaine Martin, Professor, Nursing  
Dr. Louise Shaw, Assistant Professor, Special Education and Reading  

 Dr. Marian Evans, Associate Professor, Public Health 
 Dr. Han Yu, Associate Professor, Finance 

Dr. Elena Schmitt, Professor, World Languages and Literature 
Dr. James Aselta, Professor, Accounting 

Leadership Team 
 Dr. Ilene Crawford, Assoc. Vice President for Academic Affairs 
 Dr. Erin Heidkamp, Director, Office of International Education 

Dr. Helen Marx, Associate Professor, Curriculum and Learning, Faculty Director, 
Academic Advising 
Dr. Luke Eilderts, Associate Professor, World Languages and Literatures 
Alexis Haakonsen, Director, Undergraduate Admissions 
Lisa Galvin, Director, Graduate Admissions 

Admission and Retention Working Group (partial overlap with SEMP-C International 
Recruitment Working Group) 
 Dr. Lisa Galvin, Director of Graduate Admissions 
 Dr. Erin Heidkamp, Director, Office of International Education 
Registration and Credit Transfer Procedure Information Provided by: 
 Dr. Terri Bennett, Director, LEP Advisement and Policy 
 Alicia Carroll, Registrar 
Student Affairs Working Group: 
 Katie D’Oliveira, Director, Academic Success Center 
 Dr. Diane Morgenthaler, Director, Granoff Health Center 
 Sal Rizza, Director, New Student and Sophomore Programs 

Dr. Helen Marx, GEAC Chair
Dr. Olcay Yavuz, Data Reporter
Dr. Erin Heidkamp, IOE Director
Dr. Sobeira Latorre
Dr. Angela Lopez-Velasquez
Dr. Elena Schmitt
Dr. Jean Breny
Dr. Antoinette Towle
Dr. Allison Wall
Dr. Chulguen Yang

Dr. Charles Baraw
Dr. James Aselta
Dr. Marian Evans
Dr. Louise Shaw
Dr. Kely Mabry
Dr. Xiaomei Yang
Dr. Zheni Wang
Ms. Sarah Hammond
Ms. Brooke Mercaldi

SCSU Faculty Senate Presentation, February 12, 2020
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(Full-Time) Faculty Survey of Administrative Effectiveness 
 

 



 14 

 



 15 

 

 



 16 

 

 



 17 

 

 



 18 

 

 



 19 

  

  



 20 

 

 



 21 

 

 



 22 

 

 
  


