Southern Connecticut State University 
College of Education 
Department of Information and Library Science 
 
Information and Library Science Advisory Board Meeting 
 
Friday, April 17, 2026 
12:00 – 2:00 P.M. 
Virtual 
 
 
UNAPPROVED
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Ms. Bernhey, Ms. Casiello, Ms. DiLorenzo, Mr. Farara, Dr. Kim, Dean Langley (Chair), Ms. Minichiello, Ms. Paul, Dr. Schander, Dr. Shaw, Mr. Ward
 
RECORDER 
Ms. Opalenik 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 
12:05 P.M. 
 
 APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Motion to approve previous minutes by Dean Langley, and seconded by Ms. Casiello  
Motion: to approve the minutes from September 26, 2025 
Vote: all in favor 10; opposed 0; abstained 0 
 
BUSINESS
· Review of the ILS SWOT Analysis;
Dr. Kim reviewed the ILS SWOT Analysis draft (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) and explained the progress being made to all areas.

The SWOT Analysis is reviewed and updated every two years. Input is gathered from the ILS Faculty Members.

· Review of the ILS Strategic Plan (draft);
The creation of the ILS Strategic Plan will be a document that will further define the ILS Department for the next five years (2027-2032). And it will be included in the Self-Study for ALA Accreditation. The ALA Accreditation Committee will have a site visit in February or March of 2028 (the final date is to be determined). In the past, the ILS Department has been housed under the College of Education’s Strategic Plan (which is currently being revised). It is comprised of six main goals with several objectives for each goal. There is an Assessment Matrix that will show how each objective is measured. 

Dr. Kim reviewed the ILS Strategic Plan draft and is looking for the ILS Advisory Committee’s input. This document will also be reviewed by other stakeholders in the field for feedback and comments.

A certificate for Archival Studies is in the beginning phase of development. There has been a growing student interest in this field of study over the last few years. Dr. Kate Kasten-Mutkus has been hired as a one-year special appointment full-time faculty member to teach and spearhead the Archival Studies certificate starting in the fall 2026 semester.

The ILS Advisory Board members would like to see the program expand into Public Services, including mental health services, social work courses. Dr. Kim noted that there are several pre-approved interdisciplinary courses that address social issues, ethics, anti-bias, and human behavior.

Dr. Kim expressed the need for continued community support from the ILS Advisory Board members, and educators in the field to strengthen the MLIS and SLM programs through internships, mentoring, student teaching, collaboration, and guidance with job market trends. 

The ILS department will be issuing its second newsletter in May. Please share your story with us. It is not too late. 

· Results of the Fall 2025 Exit Survey;
Summary
The major area of concern was Capstone Experience - Special Project and Thesis. Not all students participated in the Research Forum, which is required for students taking either option. As a result, the faculty members discussed the importance of rotating instructors frequently for the Special Project and Thesis courses. This action plan will be reflected in the next semester. 

· Results of the Alumni 2026 Survey;
Summary
The Alumni 2026 Survey was sent out in January 2026 to all alumni who started with the new MLIS program in 2014. Over 200 surveys were sent out and there were 67 responses. This survey is sent out every other year. Roughly 10% are not deliverable because of invalid email accounts. The rate of completion of the MLIS is quicker now since more students are attending full-time. It was noted that the average age of students has decreased compared to earlier Alumni Surveys. Eighty-two percent of graduates are working in an Information or Library setting. Eighty percent agreed that the program prepared them for the job market. A hundred percent of School Library Media Specialists find a job.

· Other Business.
There was no other business.

NEXT MEETING 
 
TBA 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 
 
1:40 P.M.
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ms. Opalenik, Recorder 
Department of Information and Library Science 

