W-Course Guidelines Rev SP2010


Southern Writing Across the Curriculum Program

Guidelines for Designing and Teaching W-Courses

W-courses use writing as a vehicle for learning, requiring students to express, reformulate, or apply the concepts of an academic discipline. Current research has shown that revision is a necessary part of writing. Therefore, the emphasis on writing in W-courses is not intended primarily to give students additional practice in basic composition skills, but to encourage students to think more clearly and express their thoughts more precisely. W-courses take a two-pronged approach to learning with the students addressing subject matter via written assignments and the instructor aiming to improve the quality of written performance by giving feedback and requiring revision.
The Writing-Across-the-Curriculum Committee (WACC) wants the W-course program to include courses and instructors in all disciplines; we particularly want to foster W-courses in such previously under-represented fields as applied arts and social sciences, and the technical,

professional, and quantitative sciences.

THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES DESCRIBE THE SORT OF COURSE THE WACC ENVISAGES, THOUGH ALTERNATIVE MEANS TO THE SAME END WILL ALWAYS BE CONSIDERED.
a. A significant portion of the writing for the course should be critical (analytical) writing.

Critical (analytical) writing addresses a question for which there is more than one plausible interpretation, explanation, analysis, or evaluation, and thus requires original thought from the student. This original thought both demonstrates and assists the student’s mastery of course material. In other words, in W-courses students practice solving discipline-based problems through writing.

Instructors communicate their knowledge of writing in their disciplines to their students through a variety of means such as paper comments, conferences, handouts, and in-class presentations on writing.

In addition to formal papers, the critical (analytical) component may include short, unrevised papers, essay exams, and in-class writings.

The WACC recognizes that in some fields, students in lower-level classes are in no position to challenge the maxims of the discipline or to take a stand on unsettled questions. In such fields, students may be required to do critical (analytical) writing in a number of ways: to create a traditional research paper in which a thesis statement summarizes the writer’s use and interpretation of studies by experts, to explain the reasoning one could use in solving problems or applying a concept, to write dialogues that represent distinct perspectives on an issue, to articulate the distinction between elegant and inelegant approaches to a project (e.g., designs for an experiment to prove a given hypothesis), or to explain a technical concept to a real or imagined audience of non-experts.

Courses that are writing-intensive by their nature (e.g., journalism, technical writing, creative writing) may be approved as W-courses. However, writing in these courses must include a critical component: students must write about writing (for example, by explaining how they have applied concepts or by evaluating published professional pieces), in addition to practicing the genres of the subject.
b. The critical (analytical) writing component should emphasize revision.

"Revision" implies making substantive changes to writing: rethinking the thesis, organization, support, or content, rather than simply correcting surface errors.

Instructors may encourage revision in a variety of ways, e.g., written comments on drafts, one-on-one conferences, and in-class peer workshops.

To encourage revision, instructors’ comments should suggest changes and explain reasons for the suggestions.

Ordinarily, instructors should require that substantial revision of students' work (preferably at least two assignments totaling 1500-2500 words) be turned in again for additional response (comments and grade).

c. W-courses should, in general, require students to write 5000 words over the course of the

     semester. 
At approximately 250 words per page, this is the equivalent of roughly 20 pages of written at minimum over the course of the semester.
· Given the nature of revision which necessitates rethinking the content of a piece of writing (see #2 above), revised versions of earlier papers may be part of the total word count. When the final draft will merely be a corrected version of the preliminary draft, the pages in the preliminary draft should not be considered as part of the total word count.
The writing should be spread throughout the semester in a minimum of three (3) assignments which may be separate or related to one another. Because extensive revisions are encouraged, students need time to revise, and instructors need time to comment.

To help assess students' writing skills, one assignment of at least 250 words might be assigned and evaluated in the first week of the semester. In addition, because writing is a tool for learning, further writing assignments should be incorporated into the class as early in the term as possible.
d. Written assignments should be a major part of the course grade. 
· The WACC suggests that out-of-class papers count for 50% or more of the semester grade, though in certain fields, other percentages may appropriately be applied.
· The weight of the revision should be explicit and should be communicated clearly to the students (e.g., in the syllabus).

 Directions for submitting W proposals:

· Complete the W proposal forms that are available on-line at http://www.southernct.edu/UCF/formsampdirections/
· Submit a signed hard copy to the UCF office in EN C216

· Submit an electronic copy to ENTER UCF EMAIL ADDRESS HERE. Please try to include all supplemental materials (e.g., cover memo, syllabus, and 2-3 sample assignments) in one .doc/.rtf/.pdf document

Directions for proposing new courses as “Ws”:

· Submit new course proposal to UCF for review by NMC

· Upon approval, submit W proposal to UCF for review by the WACC

Directions for revised W proposal submissions:

· Submit revised proposal with a new signature page and proposal form

· Include the entire proposal (i.e., not just the revised portions)

· Attach a brief cover memo specifying how the revised proposal addresses the committee’s feedback, including references to appropriate page numbers.
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